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LIVING 
ACHIEVEMENTS 

Anne Bryce, 
Chief Executive 
Officer

“While our programs and services 
have continued to operate and 
deliver on our mission and vision 
under the leadership of the service 
and program Managers, our 
organisation has received significant 
external exposure as well.  
A number of opportunities have 
enabled us to profile Achieve 
Australia, our vision and share our 
experiences within the disability 
sector at forums in NSW and 
interstate.
In February, I delivered a paper 
at the National Disability Service 
(NDS) NSW Conference. Then, in 
May, Brett Edwards (Operations 
Manager, Community Living 
Service), Jenny Horsfield (Acting 
Operations Manager, Residential) 
and I attended the National Disability 
Service Accommodation & Social 
Participation Conference on the 
Gold Coast where I was invited 
to participate on and contribute 
to a panel discussion on disability 
accommodation services.  
The panel included Patricia O’Brien 
PhD, Director and Professor of 
Disability Studies at the Centre for 
Developmental Disability Studies 
who delivered an inspiring paper 
on models of accommodation 
available to people with disability.  
Participating in such forums exposes 
our organisation and employees 
to a broad range of experts 
and professionals in the field of 
disability services and enables us 
to contribute to discussion and 
to provide informed commentary 
which may help to shape policy 
decisions on the delivery of disability 
services in Australia.  

At a time when funding of disability 
services is high on the political 
agendas it is important for our 
organisation to steward some 
of the discussion, to engage in 
conversation and to act on the 
needs of the people with disability.
At a recent meeting, the Board 
of Directors agreed that Achieve 
Australia would support plans to 
introduce a National Disability 
Insurance Scheme (NDIS) in Australia.  
The Scheme would deliver 
significant social and economic 
reforms and is a positive initiative 
and move towards providing 
equitable support and funding for 
people with disability in the future. 
Over the coming months, I will 
continue to update you on the 
progress of this Scheme and in the 
meantime, encourage you to visit 
the NDIS website www.ndis.org.au 
and to subscribe to their updates 
and newsletters.  Whether or not 
you have a disability or support 
someone with a disability, this 
Scheme is important and may at 
some time impact on the lives of a 
large number of Australians.

PAUL’S 
PRICELESS 
STORY
Paul: His Story is a story of 
love and determination – from 
Paul Perazza’s early years in the 
family home, through decades of 
institutionalisation, to a triumphant 
transition into an ordinary life and a 
valued member of the community.  
Written by Wendy Cosier, the book 
was launched by the Honourable 
Paul Lynch MP in February 2010.

Cosier chronicles the experiences 
of Paul’s parents’ Pepe and Angela, 
their courtship, their move to 
Australia and their raising of a family 
as immigrants in ‘a new land’. Paul 
is their fourth son.  At birth, doctors 
diagnosed that he had Down 
Syndrome. His parents were told 
that ‘he might live for one or 
two months’.  The story highlights 
the difficult decisions Paul’s family 
had to make about his life. It 
demonstrates Paul’s emotional 
journey and strength of character 

and his determination to make a life of 
his own. Paul is now 46 and lives in 
the community with his two friends, 
Billy and Andy in Newington. 
He has a job, spends time with his 
family and pursues his passions – the 
arts and soccer.
Paul’s mother Angela and siblings 
Peter, Victor and Uch attended the 
book launch. 
“We are so proud of Paul’s 
achievements and having our family 
here for the Launch of his book is 
something special. We thought it [the 
Launch] was just going to be low-key, 
but being here with so many friends 
of Achieve Australia is amazing,” said 
Paul’s brother Uch Perazza.

Paul: His Story is on sale and 
costs $25. It is available in print 
and audio. To purchase a copy 
download an order form  
www.achieveaustralia.org.au or 
call 02 9034 1600 or email 
info@achieveaustralia.org.au 

There is a short film about Paul’s 
community living experience on our 
website or www.youtube.com.au

L-R: The Hon. Mr Paul Lynch MP, Angela Perazza (Paul’s 
mother), Paul Perazza and brothers Peter, Uch & Victor.

Paul Perazza arriving at the launch on a Trike, courtesy 
Troll Tours-Trike Rides & Harley Davidson Motorbike 
Tours Sydney. 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
    

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Gifts to Achieve Australia Ltd are tax deductible. Achieve Australia is an endorsed income tax exempt 
charity. Privacy: This information is collected and used within the guidelines of the National Privacy 
Principles under the relevant Australian privacy legislation.  ABN 49 133 306 902

Donor information

Full name/s                                                 Address	                                                                                  	

	                                                    State                              Postcode

T:  (H)                                                          (B)                                 M:

E:  (H)                                                          (B)

Donor acknowledgement

Donors will be acknowledged in Achieve Australia publications (Name not gift amount)

          I wish for my/our donation to remain anonymous.	

Donation details 

Please accept my/our tax deductible donation towards the  

Respite Program Fundraising Appeal

	 $100	           $250	      $500

	 $1,000	           $2,500 	      Other $		   

Method of payment

Cheque enclosed (Payable to Achieve Australia Ltd) OR Credit Card

          Visa             Mastercard 

Name on card

Card number_ _ _ _  / _ _ _ _ /_ _ _ _ /_ _ _ _
Expire _ _  / _ _ 

Authorised payment amount $

Cardholder’s signature

Additional information

          Please send me information about including Achieve Australia in my will.

          I have already made arrangements to include Achieve Australia in my will.

          I would like to have a confidential discussion about making a donation or 

          becoming a sponsor.

          I am interested in making a general donation to Achieve Australia.



 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

  
  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  



 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
  

 
 
 

 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

   
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Contact us 

Level 4
2 Rowe Street
Eastwood  NSW  

P 02  9034 1600

F 02 9874 8870

E info@achieveaustralia.org.au

W www.achieveaustralia.org.au
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